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Synopsis

Gemma visits Sarajevo with her son, Pietro. 16 years earlier, they escaped the war-torn city 
while Diego, the boy’s father, remained behind and later died. As she tries to repair her difficult 
relationship with Pietro, she also confronts her past. 

Gemma first met and fell in love with Diego in Sarajevo. They desperately wanted children but 
she could not conceive. Amidst the siege of 1992, they found a possible surrogate, and Gemma 
pushed her into Diego’s arms, only to be overwhelmed by guilt and jealousy.

Now, a revelation awaits her – one that will force her to face the full extent of her loss, the true 

horror of war and the redemptive power of love.



DIRECTOR’S NOTES

This is a fictitious story, created by a writer’s imagination and subsequently elaborated into a 
screenplay for film. The characters, their conflicts, what drives and frustrates them and what 
they desire, are all fictitious factors. Yet, it’s a true story. Because the war in Yugoslavia was so 
damn real, as was the siege in Sarajevo, the rapes and the memory of all of it which even today, 
we can read in the eyes of many who lived through those years. The film, or its “make-believe”, 
can’t ignore these truths. Thus it’s a “real” film, not necessarily realistic, but still, an ethical story, 
a touching document and a psychological reportage. The journey of the main character, Gemma, 
who lives through the horrific drama of her missed motherhood and then in the dark belly of 
war and of the siege in Sarajevo, turns into a journey in search for the most important answer 
of all: why all this violence? And most importantly, can this violence give birth to light, to a new 
possibility? This is the answer that we are looking for. It’s the “idiotic” utopia of the artist, which 
we must follow if we don’t want to succumb to darkness. The child, who will be born out of that 
darkness, will have a future with hopes and dreams. And most of all will be better than those 
who preceeded him. 

 - Sergio Castellitto.



SERGIO CASTELLITTO
(Director and Screenwriter)

Sergio Castellitto - actor, screenwriter and director - was born and lives in Rome.
His work with some of the most important and prestigious Italian and foreign directors includes:

2011	 Love & Slaps (La bellezza del Somaro) by Sergio Castellitto
2006	 The Wedding Director (Il regista di matrimoni) by Marco Bellocchio 
2006	 The Missing Star (La stella che non c’è) by Gianni Amelio
2002	 My Mother’s Smile (L’ora di religione) by Marco Bellocchio 
2001	 Va savoir! (Chi lo sa) by Jacques Rivette 
2001	 Mostly Martha (Ricette d’amore) by Sandra Nettlebeck 
1995	 The Starmaker (L’uomo delle stelle) by Giuseppe Tornatore 
1993	 The Great Pumpkin (Il grande cocomero) by Francesca Archibugi 
1988	 The Big Blue (Le grand bleu) by Luc Besson
1987	 The Family (La Famiglia) by Ettore Scola 

The adaptation of his wife Margaret Mazzantini’s bestseller “NON TI MUOVERE” (“DON’T 
MOVE”) was his second film as director, screenwriter and actor. Shot with Penélope Cruz, in 
2004 the film was presented in the Un Certain Regard section of the Cannes Film Festival where 
it met with great international critical success. 



MARGARET MAZZANTINI
(Author and Screenwriter)

Margaret Mazzantini was born in Dublin and graduated from the Accademia D’Arte Drammatica 
“Silvio D’Amico” in Rome.

After a precocious and brilliant theatrical career that led her to work with some of the most 
important Italian and European theatre directors (Aldo Trionfo, Otomar Krejca, Walter Pagliaro, 
Marco Sciaccaluga, Giancarlo Sbragia), she published her first novel “IL CATINO DI ZINCO” 
in 1994 and won the Selezione Campiello and the Rapallo Carige awards.

In 1995, her comedy for two actresses “MANOLA” was directed by husband Sergio Castellitto, 
and interpreted by herself and Nancy Brilli. A huge public and critical success, the play ran for 
two years.

In 1998, her second novel “MANOLA” was published by Mondadori.

In 2001, Mondadori published “NON TI MUOVERE” (“DON’T MOVE”). An immediate 
bestseller, it won the Strega Award 2003, the Grinzane Cavour Prize and the Zepter Prize in 
Paris. The novel has sold over one and a half million copies to date and has been published in 
more than 30 countries.

In 2002, Margaret Mazzantini’s theatrical monologue “ZORRO” was performed by Sergio 
Castellitto and published by Mondadori.

In 2004, she worked on the script of NON TI MUOVERE (DON’T MOVE), written and 
directed by Sergio Castellitto, and starring Penélope Cruz and the director. Number one at the 
Italian box office, the film won the Nastro d’Argento for best script and the Biglieto d’Oro 2004. 
Penélope Cruz was awarded a David di Donatello for her performance.

“VENUTO AL MONDO”, Mazzantini’s third novel, was published in 2008 and won the Premio 
Campiello the following year.

Recent works include “Nessuno si Salva da solo” (Mondadori, 2011) and “Mare al 
Mattino” (Einaudi, 2011)



PENELOPE CRUZ - Gemma

2012	 Twice Born by Sergio Castellitto
	 To Rome with Love by Woody Allen
2011	 Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides by Rob Marshall
2010	 Sex and the City 2 by Michael Patrick King
2009 	 Broken Embraces by Pedro Almodóvar
	 Nine by Rob Marshall
2008	 Vicky Cristina Barcelona by Woody Allen
	 Elegy by Isabel Coixet
2007	 The Good Night by Jake Paltrow
	 Manolete by Menno Meyjes
2006 	 Volver by Pedro Almodóvar
	 Bandidas by J. Rønning, E. Sandberg
2005	 Sahara by Breck Eisner
	 Chromophobia by Martha Fiennes
2004 	 Don’t Move by Sergio Castellitto
	 Head in the Clouds by John Duigan
	 Noel by Chazz Palminteri
2003 	 Masked and Anonymous by Larry Charles
	 Fanfan La Tulipe by Gérard Krawczyk
 	 Gothika by Mathieu Kassovitz
2002	 Waking Up in Reno by Jordan Brady
2001	 Blow by Ted Demme
	 Captain Corelli’s Mandolin by John Madden
	 Don’t Tempt Me by Agustín Díaz Yanes
	 Vanilla Sky by Cameron Crowe	
2000	 Woman on Top by Fina Torres
	 All the Pretty Horses by Billy Bob Thornton
1999	 All About My Mother by Pedro Almodóvar
	 The Girl of Your Dreams by Fernando Trueba
	 VolavErunt by Bigas Luna
1998	 Don Juan by Jacques Weber
	 Twice Upon a Yesterday by Maria Ripoll
	 Talk of Angels by Nick Hamm
	 The Hi-Lo Country by Stephen Frears
1997	 A Corner of Paradise by Peter Ringgaard
	 Live Flesh by Pedro Almodóvar



	 Open your Eyes by Alejandro Amenábar
1996	 La Celestina by Gerardo Vera
	 MAs que amor, frenesí by A.Albacete, M.Bardem, D.Menkes
	 Brujas by Álvaro Fernández Armero
	 Love Can Seriously Damage Your Health by Manuel Gòmez Pereira
1995	 Entre Rojas by Álvaro Fernández Armero
1994	 Allegre ma non troppo by Ferdinando Colomo 
	 Todo es Mentira by Álvaro Fernández Armero
1993	 Per amore, solo per amore	 by Giovanni Veronesi
	 The Greek Labyrinth by Rafael Alcázar
	 La ribelle by Aurelio Grimaldi
1992	 Jamon Jamon by Bigas Luna 	
	 The Age of Beauty by Fernando Trueba
	 Framed (TV) by Geoffrey Sax



EMILE HIRSCH - Diego

2012	 Twice Born by Sergio Castellitto
	 Savages by Oliver Stone
	 Killer Joe by William Friedkin
2011	 The Darkest Hour by Chris Gorak
2009	 Taking Woodstock by Ang Lee
2008	 Speed Racer by Wachowski
	 MilK by Gus Van Sant
2007	 Into the Wild by Sean Penn
	 Alpha Dog by Nick Cassavetes
	The  Air I Breathe by Jieho Lee
2005	 Imaginary Heroes by Dan Harris
	 Lords of Dogtown by Catherine Hardwicke
2004	 The Girl Next DooR by Luke Greenfield
	 The Mudge Boy by Michael Burke
2002	 The Dangerous Lives of Altar Boys by Peter Care
	 The Emperor’s Club by Michael Hoffman
1998	 Gargantua by Bradford May



ADNAN HASKOVIC - Gojko

2012	 Twice Born by Sergio Castellitto
	 Body Complete by Lukas Sturm
	 Put Kestena by Jasmin Durakovic

PIETRO CASTELLITTO - Pietro

2012	 Twice Born by Sergio Castellitto
	 È nata una star? by Lucio Pellegrini
2010	 La bellezza del Somaro by Sergio Castellitto
2004	 Non ti muovere by Sergio Castellitto

SAADET AKSOY - Aska

2012	 Twice Born by Sergio Castellitto
2009	 Baska Dilde Ask by Ilksen Basarir
	 Iztochni Piesi by Kamen Kalev
	The  Rebound by Bart Freundlich
2008	 SÜT by Semih Kaplanoglu
	 A Beautiful Life by Alejandro Chomski
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CAST

Gemma - PENELOPE CRUZ
Diego - EMILE HIRSCH

Gojko - ADNAN HASKOVIC
Aska - Saadet Aksoy

Pietro - PIETRO CASTELLITTO
Armando- Luca De Filippo
Psychologist - Jane Birkin

Giuliano - Sergio Castellitto
Velida - Mira Furlan
Jovan - Jovan Diviak
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