nternational sales

rticipant: Sundanc 2 Wo
Winner: IMCI'NI_i_‘_

- inner: Ofﬂ R

SIMONUTTI
ell: +33 6 20 74 95 08
ssimonutti@wildbunch.eu

-
“

e
P v -
S m i
E
-

-

D FILIVIS _ ciciaal

l"
L

5 O
B’w....-- f,/

Participant: Sun&ance”WongE"h_
Winner: IMCINE —fScreenpkﬁ.

Py
IV R AR e s : . . BN
morenafilme FIDECINE estrategia ‘ B eitb d Min

LN v—"

ftwCanarla
i a‘ﬁulyﬂ . ama s o Ll o m -
l I]]l ﬁ.‘ﬂﬂ"@h&ﬁf M IBERMEDIA ‘ " wiic buncln Dnm

de les Industries Culturals




- -

..’

e 435

if

_ \ -
-
—— -

. |
|

Viessage from the director

'L -
The story ofds through the eyes of a young boy, Alejandro, who lives
in La Zona and finds himself forced to confront a wider world than that
of thé artificial life of comfort he has always known. The violent chain of
- events that takes plac‘j in La Zoha, and his subsequent relationship with the ’

‘lﬂ‘
ed robberv!nd a manhunt, but abov.
ociet ' of two worlds that fear : an
wen the inéfficiency and corruption

1.4 juste™eave us unprotected?
re a minority is shamelessly wealth
perately poor? Whal can-be done-about the terror -~ *

whose duty it Ilt

done in a wo

r, force him to question everything. By gaining an insight into both
=" sidesof the{:‘ﬂlct Alejandro builds up an inner ethics of his own and,
in the midst of this chaos, encounters his own view'ofjustice: “...perhaps
both sides are the same, we are one and the same thing. Perhaps there
Lishould be a form of justice that protects us all W|thout turning us into
b enemies, wﬂhout‘fq cing hatred and upon us”. The law should exist

Iates hmf d-about the bitter -

ona sets out
ert‘ﬁg.au"dlenge
. BB

. to a way of life that is drawing ever closer. =

the robbers' disappearance, but the residents stonewall them. Violent paranoia flares

in La Zona. Miguel swears to Alejandro he has never killed anyone; and an uneasy

complicity develops between the boys. Confused, his allegiances torn, Alejandro
allows him to flee the cellar. But the net is tightening.

absorption, through its inability to look out and
beyond, to recognise its own particular contradictions
and failings, sows the seed of its own self-
destruction.!! Rodrigo Pla

- - . . +To -3 s as a me*is of regulating coexistence in"a_society; even the criminal should
— . P - B B Synopsis By surrounding themselves with walls, the residents of La Zona prohibit others have a framework of justice for decldm‘{ is punlshment e . « i The location
N - : - y ' from entering, without realising that the wall symbolises their own v ‘.:h 1 .
- . - . . : 4 imprisonment. For the sake of protectlng_i em!selves they forfeit the essen‘f‘al | felt it vital to exploit the use of the closed circuit camer,as in order to cri a L 4
- ‘= —y Teenager Alejandro lives in La Zona, an enclosed, residential haven of wealth right to privac y sacrificed to the glosed crrcwt TV that monitor them L. an impression of permanent surveil Q’ La Zona is a character in itself, the main character
1 n and privileg.e_ in the middle of Mexico DF, protected by private security guards, o pay for a security'that can’ hever be absolute A teimice mre 8 of the story. | am interested in delving deeper into "
2 surrounded by shocking poverty. In the early hours of his birthday, three kids J ever big the fortress, however hlgh.the;% ; - 2 ofparaﬂ#theremdents exactly what goes on inside those closed universes :
- ‘ from the slums break into one of La Zona’s houses. In the bungled robbery that inequality, there AVl . ‘ - permanently await an “imminent” governed by fear, which end up inventing their own J
follows, an old woman is killed, but her housemaid escapes and warns security. ’ attack. This paranoia leads them to rules regardless of the law that governs others, and .
The guards take swift, brutal action: two of the young intruders are shot dead. adopt a dangerously totalising course examining the way in which moral standards - basic o N,
The third - Miguel - escapes and flees deeper into La Zona. of action, a mob mentality that prohibits g 3 notions of respect and coexistence - gradually - ry
- i diversity of thought, and swiftly ‘neutralizes’ degenerate into a primitive and dehumanised form ~ - ‘r‘. >
A group of resident's meet at Alejandro’s family home, and quickly decide not to - any action that contradicts the majority. ~ Rodrigo Pla 3 of behaviour, where “the other”, the robber, the i
report the event to the authorities, but to track the intruder down themselves and ‘ outsider, is no longer seen as a person but simply as J
» P administer their own justice. The manhunt begins. La Zona's residents - adults and - [ T an enemy to be destroyed. My intention was to make :
s children alike - are caught up in a show burning frenzy of fear and simmering 1 - ; the structure of the film work like a choral song,
violence. Dissenters are treated at first with suspicion, then with naked hostility. . where each character finds a voice in the score,
_ 1 . a voice that, by confronting or accompanying the =
Alejandro’éneounters Miguel accidentally in his home’s cellar, but cannot bring himself ) ! others, contributes to the polyphony that constitutes
to turn the terrified fugitive in. Acting on a tip-off, police from the outside investigate —~ La Zona. An organic whole which, in its self- S—
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