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SYNOPSIS

At the end of World War II, Jimmy Picard, a Native American Blackfoot who fought  
in France, is admitted to Topeka Military Hospital in Kansas - an institution specializing 
in mental illness. Jimmy suffers from numerous symptoms: dizzy spells, temporary 
blindness, hearing loss... and withdrawal. In the absence of any physiological causes, 
he is diagnosed as schizophrenic. Nevertheless, the hospital management decides 
to seek the opinion of Georges Devereux, a French anthropologist, psychoanalyst  
and specialist in Native American culture.

JIMMY P. (Psychotherapy of a Plains Indian) tells the story of the encounter and 
developing friendship between two men who would never normally have met, and 
who appear to have nothing in common. Together, they embark on an exploration  
of Jimmy’s memories and dreams, an experiment they conduct like a couple of detectives,  
and with an ever-growing complicity. 

GEORGES DEVEREUX

Inspired by a true story JIMMY P. (Psychotherapy of a Plains Indian) is adapted from the 
seminal book Reality and Dream by Georges Devereux. Published for the first time in 
1951, the book reflects the remarkable multidisciplinary talents of its writer, standing as 
it does at a crossroads between anthropology and psychoanalysis, and opening the way  
to ethno-psychiatry, among other disciplines. It is also the only book about psychoanalysis  
to transcribe an entire analysis, session after session, in minute detail.

Georges Devereux, a Hungarian Jew, moved to Paris in the mid 1920s. Following a short 
period of scientific study (notably with Marie Curie), he dedicated himself to ethnology and 
anthropology. A contemporary of Claude Levi-Strauss, who was at the time conducting his 
first studies of Amazonian natives, Devereux decided to make North America his preferred 
area of study. 

Thus he relocated to the U.S.A. where he decided to specialize in the study of the Mojave 
Indians, spending long periods of time among them and making their customs the subject 
of his doctoral thesis. His observations went beyond strict sociology and his interest in the 
psychiatric and psychological issues observed in this people began to grow.

By the time he joined the Topeka Winter Hospital Devereux already had several hospital 
researcher posts to his name. This military hospital - recreated for the film - was one  
of the first in America to treat war veterans suffering from psychological disorders. 

Thanks to his willingly rebellious nature, Devereux‘s reputation remains anarchic  
and controversial, that of a kind of outlaw in the scientific community – “too Freudian for 
the anthropologists, too ethnological for the psychoanalysts, not enough of a psychiatrist 
for mental health practitioners”, as Elisabeth Roudinesco describes him in her preface  
to Reality and Dream.

After his death, Georges Devereux’s ashes were taken to Parker, the Mojave Indian 
reservation in Colorado, in accordance with his wishes. 
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